and while Scott himself also spoke of these notes as "nearly indispensable to the carrying on of business of almost any kind in Scotland," his contribu tion to the debate involved not so much a discussion of currency theory as (97), he also, as a supporter of the British Union, hoped to stop short of genuine rebellion. "It is difficult to steer betwixt the natural impulse of one's National feelings setting in one direction and the prudent regard to the interests of the empire and its internal peace and quiet recommending less vehement expression. I will endeavour to keep sight of both" (98?99). Scott, vol. 1 (Edinburgh: R. Cadell, 1847) 742. This is one of many titles given to the set of three letters that appeared in the Edinburgh Weekly foumal on February 21, February 28, and March 7 of 1826. I will refer to them collec
To "steer betwixt" nation and empire while keeping sight of "both" is the challenge Scott must negotiate in his Letters of Malachi Malagrowther, and my concern here is less Scott's admittedly substantial role in defeating the currency reform than the larger question of how pursuing this end induces just as an "impress" gives silver bullion its identity as a shilling, so "Nature"
gives imperial subjects a national impress, imparting to Britons their respec On the other side it seemed to be, Of the huge broad-breasted old oak-tree.17
In Coleridge's poem these lines introduce the uncanny Geraldine, and Scott folds them into his own prose when he introduces his own "not canny" (98) 
